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After a long winter season it is always great to welcome the Vernal Equinox! As we usher in
the spring season, we say goodbye to winter sports season. Congratulations to all of our student athletes for another successful season. I want to have a special shout out to our five
wrestlers—Lucas Paiva, Abiel Lopez Yada, Jake Anstee, Leo Gongora Siezar, Braden Bickford
and Owen Rivard—who made it to the OFSAA championship in Ottawa. Coach Lowry was
proud of his athletes and how they performed at the championship. They may have not medaled in the competition, but they competed hard and came away with a great deal of experience that they can use for next season. Well done boys!
On March 6th, we celebrated our Ash Wednesday liturgy. Our Chaplin, Janet Goncz, as usual,
did a wonderful job of creating a beautiful liturgy to start our Lenten journey.
On March 7th, the Monsignor Doyle Family of Schools celebrated our Beacon of Hope award
winners at St. Gregory Parish Hall. This award is given to a student who is a quiet leader in our
school, or to put it another way, an unsung hero. Our two winners this year are Josh Melo and
Laura Tarazona Baquero. Congratulations Josh and Laura; your leadership in the school is inspiring. Thank you to Fr. Malcom Katzenberger for hosting our celebration and Ms. Loretta
Notten, Director of Education for emceeing the celebration. Joining Ms. Notten was Dr. Laura
Shoemaker, Doyle Family of School Superintendent, trustees Bill Conway and Brian Schmalz.
Thank you all for making this a wonderful celebration for our students and their families.
On March 27th, the Service Learning program hosted a fantastic fundraising dinner at the
Cambridge Portuguese Club to raise funds for their upcoming service learning trip to Kenya
with the ME to WE organization. It was a beautiful evening to share a wonderful meal and
build community. I want to thank the Service Learning students, Ms. Anne Denomme and Ms.
Lisa Mackay and our St. Benedict colleagues and students for organizing a memorable evening. Well done!
Looking forward to April, our semester two parent/teacher interviews will be held on Thursday, April 4th, starting at 1:30 PM. Please ask your child for the booking slip to ensure you are
able to book an appointment with your child’s teachers.
Finally, on behalf of Lisa Mackay, Patrick Eby and myself, we want to wish you a wonder start
to the Spring season and Blessed Easter later in the month. Know that our doors are always
open should you need to meet with us.
Sincerely, Lou Bellini

Important Dates
Thursday, April 4
Parent-Teacher Interviews,
1:30—8 pm
April 8—11
Spirit Week
Tuesday, April 9
Coffee House, 6 pm
Thursday, April 11
School Dance, 7 pm
Friday, April 12
P.D. Day
April 15 — 26
Plastic Bag Challenge
(see pg 4)
Thursday, April 18
Holy Thursday Liturgy,
Period 2
Friday, April 19
Good Friday (no school)
Monday, April 22
Easter Monday (no school)
Wednesday, April 24
Civvies Day
April 29 — May 3
Mental Wellness Week

Chaplain’s Corner
by J. Goncz

Pancake Tuesday and Ash Wednesday
Pancake Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday. Ash
Wednesday marks the beginning of the 40-day journey
of Lent. Having pancakes before the start of Lent was a
way of using up sugars and fats that were a traditional
food that was given up during Lent. Even if you are not
giving up sugar and fats for Lent, the pancakes are a
yummy reminder
of the up-coming
season.
Monsignor
Doyle students
enjoyed pancakes
with all the trimmings. Special thanks to Mrs.
Loraso, and her team of cooks and the Community Living class. They made all the pancakes
for the hungry crowd on Tuesday morning.
The following day on Wednesday, March 6th,
students and staff gathered during second period for our Ash Wednesday Liturgy. It was a
beautiful way to begin our Lenten Journey.

The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
March 21st is the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination,
which is observed annually. On that day, in 1960, police opened fire and killed 69
people at a peaceful demonstration in Sharpeville, South Africa, against
the apartheid pass laws. Proclaiming the day in 1966, the United Nations General Assembly called on the international community to redouble its efforts to eliminate all
forms of racial discrimination
Students gathered at Kitchener City
Hall from around the Waterloo Region
to mark this day. Students were involved in discussions, storytelling,
readings, and activities to highlight the
day.
Monsignor Doyle Service-Learning
students led an activity called ”UnLearn”. The activity challenged the
over 125 participants to examine and
question common stereotypes.
Thank you Ms. Denomme, Ms.
Goncz and the Service Learning Students for an informative and thoughtprovoking day.
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Guidance News

Follow @doyleguidance for
important updates!

by T. Rosario

Course Selections:
We have completed course selections for the 2019/2020 school year!
Thank you to all students and teachers who made sure to get it in by
March 1st. Guidance Counsellors will be meeting with students to discuss
any courses they may have selected that need to be cancelled, and course
changes for next year can still be made upon request as well.
All summer school information will be in soon. If you haven’t seen your
Guidance Counsellor about wanting to take a summer school course, come
into Guidance.
Girls CAN Fly!
Attention all female students who may have an interest in
flight school as a future pathway. On May 11, 2019 from
10am-4pm you are invited to join a celebration of women in
aviation. You will have the opportunity to tour the flight
centre, meet with female pilots, learn more about the industry, and try a FREE Flight. Find out more at https://
www.wwfc.ca/event/girlscanfly/
Learn more about careers, community resources, and education training options to help you plan your career path!
Check out exhibitors from: Business/Industry Community Organizations Education + attend informative breakout sessions! Students in grades 9-12 can attend this event along
with their parents. This event is taking place on Wednesday
April 10th from 5:30 – 8:30 pm at Bingemans Conference
Centre (425 Bingemans Centre Drive, Kitchener) Free Parking. For more information or to register, please visit: https://
www.eventbrite.ca/e/explore-your-future-2019-registration49868274351

$250 Specialist High Skills Major Award of Excellence will be
presented to a deserving student who has demonstrated motivation and change and has grown both personally and academically as a result of their involvement in the Specialist High
Skills Major program at graduation in June. Students who are
applying for the award must be 100% on track in the program and will earn their Red
Seal Diploma during the 2018-19 school year. Please come to Guidance if you need
more information about applying for the award of excellence.
Certification Training Trips are still happening into the month of May. Please check
the website for trip information and sign up to earn those certifications for your
Resume.

Guidance News (cont’d)

REMINDERS
● COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS DUE BEFORE MAY 1ST! GET THEM IN!

•

A reminder to any Grade 12 student who is planning on returning next year.
even if you have an active application for College or University, you must come
in to see your Guidance Counsellor if you are thinking of returning.

•

Remember to check your OCAS and OUAC account regularly! The most recent
transmission of marks went in early February. It is your responsibility to check
your academic information!

•

Continue to focus on your grades this semester and put in your best effort to do
well!

•

A reminder to continue seeking out scholarship opportunities!! For scholarship
information, visit HERE.

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test
by T. Schade

Thank you to all who took part in a successful OSSLT Day.
Students/parents, results will be provided in late May or early
June.

Plastic Bag Challenge—April 15-26
by D. Silveira

Did you know Canadians generate 3.25 million
tonnes of plastic waste every year? That’s enough to
fill up 140,000 garbage trucks! When it comes to single-use plastic bags, Canadians use so many that if
we collected them all, we would circle the globe 55
times!
From April 15-26, Monsignor Doyle will be participating
in the Plastic Bag Challenge!
Bring in your plastic bags, and we will ensure that they get recycled properly.
Please bring them to the front of the chapel where the collection location will be!
Thank you for your support!

Faith in Action: Easy and Effective Ways to Protect Our Environment
by T. Faria

Mr. Faria’s Grade 10 Religion class was delighted to have in guest speaker, Tom Miceli
to speak to them about ways they can practice their faith and put it into action. Tom’s
presentation was very insightful and interactive. Tom’s main goal is to provide students with effective and creative ways to protect our environment and to lower their
carbon footprints. It is a presentation of awareness of what we can do to sustain our
earth and to be stewards while we are living our faith.
Tom’s messages talk about eating less meat, especially beef and lamb, to travel less by
plane, to plant trees and to support governments moving to renewable sources of energy like wind and solar.
Our mandate as Christians and stewards of
our world that God created is to promote
that our future is dependent on what we do
now by reducing, reusing, recycling, and refusing.
The class thoroughly enjoyed the presentation that was given and it has indeed given
them thought as to how they can proactively
live their faith in a very realistic way.

Having Fun in Hospitality
by G. Lastella

In our Hospitality Program we have some great things happening! Recently, we
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learned
about conversions
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together as a team and in service. These students learn and collaborate together and,
most of all, have fun doing it!

Meanwhile, in another
foods class, students Kyle,
Maria, and Mitchell learned
to make French fries from
scratch, Thursday,
and they certainly
February 28th @ 7pm
enjoyed eating them too!
Friday, March 1 @ 7pm

Saturday, March 2 @ 2pm

Cosmetology Class Gets Inspired by the Past
by G. Lastella

After a learning about mainstream eras of 1920's, 1930's, 1940's, 1950's and
1960's, students in the Grade 11 Cosmetology program develop a deeper understanding of how style and the fashion world changes in each era.
Students select one era to research and create a presentation about that era . In addition they create the hairstyle most popular with the skills and tools taught to them by
demonstration. An important learning concept is learning where the foundation of
style and fashion begin.

Using Gamification to Discover Poetic Language
by T. Frayne

Rather than studying poetic devices using a
traditional practice worksheet, students in
Ms. Frayne’s grade 11 University English class
participated in a more interactive game called
PSI—Poetic Style Investigation. In teams of
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two or three,
they battled the
clock to be the
first groupOF
to solve the mystery behind some
PRODUCTION
challenging poetic language—including metaphor, paradox and personification.
Ms. Frayne, under the leadership of Mr. Kearns, has been
working on a team with other
teachers, learning to develop
more engaging, interactive lessons and activities with the use
of Storyline software. It is both
amazing and rewarding to see
students so immersed in an activity that may otherwise seem tedious and boring.
Stay tuned for more news about the exciting games and simulations happening in
other classes that are helping our students think critically and gain a deeper understanding of various material.

