
 

QUESTIONS 
 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT)      

Monsignor Doyle Practice Test 2017/2018 

 

 

 

Follow along as your teacher reads the 

instructions. 

 
Check the pages of your Question and Answer booklets  

to see that they are in order.  If they are not, report the  

problem to the teacher in charge. 

 

Note: 

You are not permitted to use cellphones, audio- or video-  

recording devices, digital music players or e-mail or  

text-messaging devices during the assessment. 

 

 

 

    No work in this booklet      

will be scored.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue to follow along as your teacher            

reads the directions on the cover of the  

 Answer Booklet.     

 

 

 



Section     I     Reading          page 2 

Read the selection below and answer the questions in the Answer Booklet. 

 

“Is tomorrow the big day?” asked Hanna. 

Her father was lost in thought. “Dad?” 

“Sorry.” Gerry snapped out of his reverie. “I 

can’t focus. Nerves, I guess.”  

“Don’t be nervous,” said Hanna. “You’re a 

fantastic chef!” 

“Thanks. It’s not the cooking that I’m 

worried about—it’s the pace. ‘Go! Hurry!’ 

People yelling … getting annoyed.” 

Hanna could see his anxiety. “But we 

have given you lots of practice dealing with impatient, noisy people,” she said. 

“You have an advantage over the 20-year-old apprentices! They haven’t been 

cooking for five kids for 18 years.” 

“True,” acknowledged Gerry. “It’s just scary trying a new career at 44, even with the 

help from the Second Career program.” 

  “Remember the night before I started that lifeguarding job? I was a wreck, and you 

and Mom gave me great advice.” 

“What?”  

  “Take a deep breath,” she replied. “Go for a walk.” 

Gerry exhaled loudly. “That helps. Any other tips?”  

“You distracted me with a funny story—remember your lab partner who used salt 

instead of sugar?”  

  “Poor Steve,” recalled Gerry, chuckling. “Let’s hope I don’t make mistakes like that!”  

“You won’t,” said Hanna reassuringly. “And Mom suggested that I visualize the 

end of my first day. Picture yourself cleaning your station after your shift and 

imagine the feeling of accomplishment.”  

Gerry closed his eyes and swished his hands out in front of him, wiping an  

imaginary counter.  

They burst out laughing. “Feeling of relief, or maybe exhaustion,” added Gerry.  

“Forget visualization, how about that walk?” 
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Section     I    Reading (continued)        page 3 

Read the selection below and answer the questions in the Answer Booklet. 

 

Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What would be the most appropriate 

title for this selection? 

a. A New Start 

b. A Chef’s Special 

c. Father Knows Best 

d. Practice Make Perfect 

 

2. What is indicated by the single 

quotation marks in paragraph 4 

around “Go! Hurry!”? 

a. Gerry is talking to himself. 

b. Two people are talking at the 

same time. 

c. Gerry is speaking someone else’s 

words. 

d. The words are thoughts, not 

conversation. 

 

3. What does Hanna mean when she 

says “I was a wreck” (paragraph 7)? 

a. She was exhausted from 

lifeguarding. 

b. She feared starting a new 

lifeguarding job. 

c. She was injured while she was on 

the job. 

d. She needed help from the Second 

Career program. 

 

4. How does Gerry feel when he 

exhales loudly in paragraph 10? 

a. He is beginning to relax. 

b. He is exhausted with worry. 

c. He is impatient with his children. 

d. He is irritated to receive so much 

advice.

 

 

 

Open-Response Questions 

5. Does Gerry believe that Hanna’s suggestions will help him?  Use specific details from the 

selection to support your answer. 

 

6. What does this selection show about Gerry and Hanna’s relationship?  Use details from 

the selection to support your answer. 

 

 

 



Section    II     Writing         page 4 

Provide your answers in the Answer Booklet. 

 

Multiple Choice Questions 

1. Which of the following sentences is 

written correctly? 

a. Volunteer experiences looks 

good on a resume. 

b. Volunteering may even helps 

with career decisions. 

c. Volunteering is a good way to 

learning responsibility. 

d. Volunteering helps develop good 

time-management skills. 

 

2. Which option tells how to make the 

following sentence correct? 

   The chairperson of the student 

council, Marta Alton was proud of 

her school’s participation in the 

fundraising event. 

a. Capitalize “fundraising.” 

b. Put a comma after “Alton.” 

c. Remove the apostrophe in 

“school’s.” 

d. Replace the comma after 

“council” with a colon. 

 

 

3. Choose the sentence that does not 

belong in the following paragraph. 

(1) Beavers are natural engineers.  (2) 

These mammals occupy slow-moving 

streams and build dams of sticks and 

mud.  (3) Their dams, which average 10 

m to 100 m in length, raise water levels 

to create ponds.  (4) They are one of 

Canada’s national symbols.  (5) Beavers 

are relentless in their efforts to shape 

their environment. 

a. sentence 2 

b. sentence 3 

c. sentence 4 

d. sentence 5 

 

4. Select the best option to complete the 

sentence below. 

The menu offers ______ soup 

______ salad with a meal for an 

additional $1.99. 

a. both, or 

b. maybe, or 

c. either, or 

d. neither, or 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Section    III    Reading         page 5 

 

Read the selection below and answer the questions in the Answer Booklet. 

 

Ice sculpting has been called a “spart”—part sport, part art. Like athletes, ice sculptors vie 

for medals at international competitions. Ice carving has been a Cultural Olympiad event 

at the Olympic and Paralympic Arts Festival since the 1988 Calgary Winter Games. The 

tools and the ice are heavy, so sculptors need endurance and strength. “It’s physically 

demanding working non-stop under a time constraint,” says Dan Rebholtz, who has been 

carving for 22 years. He is a veteran of 100 competitions, a three-time world champion 

and a certified judge with the National Ice Carving Association. Most North American 

ice carvers have art training. Their tools include chainsaws, carving chisels, electrical 

sanders and torches, but most important, an imagination. “Our favourite word is ‘wow,’” 

says Rebholtz. It’s the word most people say when they see sculptures such as Surfacing 

Kingfisher by the team of Junichi Nakamura (Japan) and Suguru Kanbayashi (Canada). 

Although ice sculptures are beautiful and their creation time-consuming, carvers must 

accept the potential for tragedy and the certainty of impermanence for their masterpieces. 

Melting can be a threat, but so too is crashing. Nakamura’s team, which included Rebholtz, 

worked almost 20 hours a day for six days on The Birth of the Bluebird, a gigantic 

sculpture of a reclining woman, her arm reaching up to a bird. Just before the judging, it 

toppled, when its last supporting pillar was cut—a spectacle viewed over 10 000 times on 

YouTube. Sport? Art? With its challenge, skill, beauty and risk, ice carving is both. 
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Section    III    Reading (continued)        page 6 

Provide your answers in the Answer Booklet.  

Multiple Choice Questions 

1. In what was is competitive ice 

sculpting different from an Olympic 

sporting event? 

a. The winners receive medals. 

b. The judges rate a created object. 

c. The competition requires 

strength. 

d. Each team includes 

representatives of only one 

country. 

 

2. What does Rebholtz’s quotation in 

Lines 4 and 5 contribute to the 

selection? 

a. an expert opinion 

b. a specific example 

c. a contrasting opinion 

d. a link between two topics 

 

3. Why do Surfacing Kingfisher and 

The Birth of the Bluebird appear in 

italics? 

a. to highlight their success 

b. to signify their importance 

c. to show that they are artworks 

d. to indicate they are winning 

entries 

 

4. What purpose does the phrase “but 

most important” serve in line 9? 

a. to highlight an item in a list 

b. to exclude an item from a list 

c. to emphasize balance in a list 

d. to establish time order in a list 

 

5. Which event occurred first with 

respect to The Birth of the Bluebird 

sculpture? 

a. It was judged. 

b. Its last pillar was cut. 

c. It crashed to the ground. 

d. Its collapse was shown on 

YouTube. 

 

6. What is the best meaning for 

“spectacle” as used in line 17? 

a. artwork 

b. celebration 

c. competition 

d. phenomenon

 

 

 

 

Open-Response Question 

 

7. State the main idea of this selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that 

supports it. 

 



Section    IV    Writing          page 7 

Provide your answer in the Answer Booklet.  

 

 
Talent Show enjoyed by huge crowd 

 

 
              

 
Task:   Write a news report based on the headline and picture below. 

 You will have to make up the facts and information to answer some or all of 

the following questions:  Who? What? Where? When? Why? How? 

 You must relate your newspaper report to both the headline and the picture. 

 
Purpose & 

Audience:  to report on an event for the readers of a newspaper 

 

Length:  The lined space provided in the Answer Booklet for your written work indicates  

the approximate length of the writing expected. 

 
 



Section    V    Reading                   page 8 

 

Read the selection below and answer the questions in the Answer Booklet. 



Section   V    Reading (continued)                   page 9 
 

Write your answers in the Answer Booklet. 

 

Multiple Choice Questions 

1. Which part of the selection best shows 

an “explosion” in soybean production in 

Canada? 
 

a. the world map 

b. the “Uses of Soybeans” text boxes 

c. the “Soybean Production in Canada” 

graph 

d. the “Most Valuable Cash Crops in 

Canada” graph 

2. What describes the relationship between 

the world map and the graphics at the 

bottom of the page? 

a. from general to specific location 

b. from more to less valuable crops 

c. from past to more recent production 

d. from most productive to least 

productive 

3. What do the white numbers in the black 

circles on the world map represent? 

a. rank in soybean use 

b. rank in soybean production  

c. total area of soybean crops, in 

millions of hectares 

d. total soybeans produced annually, in 

millions of hectares 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Between which years did soybean 

production in Canada increase most 

significantly? 

a. 1961-1971 

b. 1971-1981 

c. 1981-1991 

d. 1991-2001 

5. How are the provinces organized in the 

“Hectares by Soybeans Grown” table?  

a. from east to west 

b. from west to east 

c. from largest to smallest 

d. from smallest to largest 

 

6. Which two countries were most similar 

in their soybean production in 2000-

2005? 

a. Italy and Indonesia 

b. Paraguay and India 

c. Canada and Bolivia 

China and Argentina 


