
 

 
 

 
 

   

    
STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET / OUTLINE OF COURSE OF STUDY 

 

School: Monsignor Doyle Catholic Secondary School 

Program Area: Religion and Family Life Program Head: Annie Denomme 

Ministry Document: Religious Education I.C.E. Policy Document 2006 

Course Title:  Faith and Culture: World Religions Course Type: University/College 

Grade: 11 Course Code: HRT 3MI Credit: 1 Prerequisite: none 

Teacher(s):  A. Denomme Date: September 2017 

 

Course Description: 
 
This course will fulfill the expectations of the Church in its desire that students in Catholic schools develop an objective and 
respectful understanding of other religious traditions from the perspective of the Catholic Church.  Students will explore the 
universal themes within the world’s major religions traditions.  Within a contemporary cultural context, all students will 
explore the encounter between Christianity and other religious traditions.  For all students, this course will help break down 
prejudice about other religions, and for some they may lead to a deeper understanding and more authentic adherence to the 
teachings of the Church concerning spiritual and moral truth. Other religious traditions are encountered through the unique 
perspective of the Catholic Church. 

 
    

How This Course Supports the Ontario Catholic Graduate Expectations: 
A fundamental premise of this course is that students are becoming discerning believers who are being formed in the 
Catholic faith tradition, intent on participating in the transformation of society. Understanding that the students operate 
from, and yearn to deepen their spirituality, this course encourages students to articulate Catholic beliefs, and to continue to 
journey as reflective, creative thinkers. By raising important questions about their faith and the faith traditions of other 
religions in the world, this course leads students to a deeper understanding of their relationship with God and with 
neighbour. The students are called to be caring family members and responsible citizens who respect and understand the 
history, cultural heritage and pluralism of today’s contemporary society. 
 

    

How this Course Supports the competencies of Choices Into Action: 
 
The study of Religion helps students to develop both interpersonal and intrapersonal skills. By learning more about 
themselves and those around them students become better citizens. Students will demonstrate social responsibility through 
critical thinking and application of Gospel values to social issues in both the local and global communities. 
 
 

    



 

 

1.     Enduring Understanding for Student Learning 
 

Through this course, students will be expected to demonstrate knowledge, skills and values related to the following 
Strands: 

 

 Strand: Scripture  Strand: Profession of Faith 

 •  The student will demonstrate knowledge of key narratives 
and events (Judeo-Christian scripture) and the importance 
of revelation for all religions. 
 

 •  The student will examine the human search for 
meaning, the importance of spirituality in answering the 
existential questions, and the religious expression that is 
thus manifested in the central beliefs of the various 
religions. 
 

 

 Strand: Christian Moral Development  Strand: Prayer and Sacramental Life 

 •  The student will describe determine the foundational 
influences, and state the significance of moral codes in 
various religious traditions. 
 

 •  The student will understand how prayer, worship, and 
sacred symbols are a visible response of religious belief 
to sacred reality and consider how secularism challenges 
these practices. 
 

 

 Strand: Family Life  Ministry Social Science Enduring Expectations 

 •  The student will understand the development of faith and 
the significance of the role of the family and gender in the 
world’s religions. 

 •  The student will recognize the interconnectedness of 
religion and civilization and its impact on pluralism as a 
defining feature of Canadian society challenged by 
prejudice and misconceptions of the various religions. 
The student will be able to distinguish between fact and 
opinion in research methodology and employ this skill 
in the preparation of an independent study.   
 

*For overall expectations for this course please go to the Institute for Catholic Education Policy Document 
(www.tcdsb.on.ca/ice/index.html) 
 
2.     Expectations re: Learning Skills 
 

It is expected that students will also demonstrate the following: (this is not intended to be an exhaustive list) 

 
* Responsibility * Collaboration 
* Organization * Initiative 
* Independent Work  *

  
Self-Regulation 

 
Learning skills will be assessed accurately and rigorously according to criteria which have been clearly communicated to 
students and will be reported separately from student achievement of the curriculum expectations.   
The student’s demonstrated learning skills in each course will be evaluated using the four-point scale  
(E-excellent, G-Good, S-Satisfactory, N-Needs Improvement) and will be separated from the reporting of achievement. 
 
Learning skills will be assessed accurately and rigorously according to criteria which have been clearly communicated to 
students and will be reported separately from student achievement of the curriculum expectations.   
 
The student’s demonstrated learning skills in each course will be evaluated using the four-point scale  
(E-excellent, G-Good, S-Satisfactory, N-Needs Improvement) and will be separated from the reporting of achievement. 
 
3. Supports For Higher Learning: 

Whenever accommodations are made to address student learning needs, or alternative or modified expectations 
are identified for a student, these accommodations, modifications, or alternative expectations will be outlined in 
an IEP and will be communicated to parents. 

http://www.tcdsb.on.ca/ice/index.html


 

 
 

 
 Unit Title / Description Assessment & Evaluation Strategies  

Unit 1 We Encounter Mystery: Students are introduced to the 
World Religions course by exploring different versions of 
what it means to be human. Students will look at modern 
trends in the Roman Catholic Church and examine the 
impact of the Second Vatican Council in general and the 
document Gaudium et Spes. Students explore the place of 
religion in the quest for meaning by contrasting it with 
the place of science. They examine the role of worship, 
magic and revelation in our response to mystery. The 
unit continues with an exploration of Aboriginal 
Spirituality as found in Canada.  

Quiz 
 
 

Unit 2 We connect (Aboriginal Spirituality) 
In the Unit, students will connect with our Canadian 
heritage through the study of Aboriginal/Native 
Spirituality. Students will explore what it means to be 
Aboriginal, the significance of Native mythology and 
Native symbols, and the significance of Aboriginal rituals 
and practices.  

Unit assignment 
Test 

Unit 3  We Listen (Judaism): Students first explore the 
historical development of Judaism using the sacred 
writings, Torah, Tanak, and Talmud, as a framework. 
Students next explore Judaism today as it is celebrated in 
religious observances such as festivals and dietary laws. 
The history of Jewish-Christian relations is explored in 
context of the events of the past thousand years, the 
Holocaust and recent Christian-Jewish interfaith 
dialogue. 

Verbal Visual Essay 
Test 

Unit 4 We Believe (Christianity): Christian history during the 
time of the Great Schism and the Reformation is the 
focal point of this unit. Students will be constructing a 
timeline through the first three activities to put events in 
historical context. The study of the medieval church is 
undertaken by examining the events and challenges of 
the time as seen through the eyes of significant people of 
the age. The contemporary shape of Christianity is traced 
through an exercise on modern Christian denominations. 

Quiz 
Research Seminar 

Unit 5 We Surrender (Islam): This unit is organized into three 
clusters of activities: The Story of Islam; Islam Today; 
and Islam and The Church. The title of the unit “Islam – 
We Surrender,” refers to the roots of the term, “Islam.” 
Muslims see their life journey in religious practice and 
moral behaviour as submitting to the will of Allah. 
Throughout this unit, students continue to reflect upon 
in their journals the implications of the various 
encounters for their own lives. 

Assignment or Test 

Unit 6 and 7 We Search (Eastern Religions): Students will begin 
with Hinduism.  Four paths to salvation are explored in 
the study of Hinduism and students will examine the 
various searches for meaning we have in our lives.  

Quiz or Test 
 

 We Search (Eastern Religions Con’t) 
In the Unit students will look at Buddhism.  The study of 
Buddhism is framed around “The Three Jewels”: the 
Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha. Students will also 
be exposed to Sikhism as a close to the course and a 
‘bringing together’ of all the religions they have studied. 

Quiz (time permitting) 

Final 
Evaluation 

Culminating Activity worth 15% 
Pen and Paper 2 hour exam worth 15% 

 

 



 

 
    5.    Key Dates, Special Events and Additional Considerations: 

o Student/Parent/Teacher Conferencing Dates:   
o Course Exams Start on   (Exact date will be dependent on period) 

 
 
 

6.   Teaching/ Learning Strategies: 
A variety of teaching and learning strategies, as outlined in the Beyond Monet, Think Literacy and W.C.D.S.B. document 
Teaching and Learning: Strategies for Effective Practice will be utilized. Strategies will take into account the course 
expectations, as well as the variety of intelligences and learning styles of the students. 

 
7. Assessment and Evaluation of Student Learning 

 
Student achievement of the learning expectations will be evaluated according to the following breakdowns: 

 

  WEIGHTING (%) 

 CATEGORIES OF 
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND VALUES 

TERM 

EVALUATION 
FINAL 

EVALUATION 
ACTIVITY 

  
Knowledge / Understanding 

 
25% 

 
25% 

  
Thinking / Inquiry 

 
25% 

 
25% 

  
Communication 

 
25% 

 
25% 

  
Application / Making Connections 

 
25% 

 
25% 

 
BREAKDOWN OF FINAL MARK 

70% Course 
Culminating- 

15% 
Final Exam- 15% 

=100% 

 
 
 
 
Students will be required to write a two hour exam during the final exam period. 
 
 

8. School, Department and Classroom Policies:  
The following policies apply to this course: 

 
 

 
Students are responsible for knowing and remembering the policies outlined in the Student Handbook. 
Failures to have done so will not exempt students from having the policies apply. 

 
 

Students are responsible for organizing all course information appropriately in a notebook. It is 
recommended that students have a separate notebook for each subject 

 
 

If a student is absent on the day of a test, quiz or assignment due date and/or fails to complete assessments 
by the scheduled due date, it is expected that he or she initiates the Request to Achieve Process, as 
outlined in the School Board Assessment and Evaluation Policy, to make up all missed work as soon as 
possible after his/ her return to class. 

 
 

Prior to midterm and semester end report cards, teachers will inform those students who may potentially 
receive a failing mark or no mark on their report card because they have provided insufficient evidence to 
demonstrate achievement of curriculum expectations. For semester end, such students will not be granted a 
credit in this course. 

 
 

All other classroom policies as explained by your teacher will apply to this course. 

 


